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Analysis on the Changes of China's Forestry Property Rights Policy from the
Perspective of Punctuated Equilibrium Theory
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Abstract: The changes of forestry property rights policy since 1949 are reviewed and analyzed using the
theoretical model of punctuated equilibrium. It is revealed that the forestry property rights policy in China has
gone through 6 nodes, 2 interruption periods and 4 equilibrium periods, and presents the policy evolution
mode of “pilot-promotion” during its changes. By exploring the internal motivation of the policy change, it is
found that the decision-makers’ attention, the outbreak of focus events, the public participation behavior and
the breakthrough innovation of policy are the major drivers for the great change in the agreeing place of
forestry property rights policy, among which the focus event is the obviously significant driving force for the
forestry property rights policy field. The revised punctuated equilibrium model can effectively explain the
logic of forestry property rights policy changes in China.
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